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ABSTRACT

This study aims to assess the state of local governance in Yemen by analyzing the
structural, legal, and institutional challenges that hinder its effectiveness-such as
overlapping authorities, weak coordination between central and local levels, and limited
financial and administrative autonomy. Using a descriptive-analytical methodology,
the research draws upon national laws, official reports, and comparative insights

from successful models like those of the United States and the United Kingdom.

The findings reveal that the lack of institutional reform, conflicting legislation, and
underdeveloped local capacities have weakened local governance performance and its
ability to meet citizen's needs. The study calls for comprehensive reforms, including
updating legal frameworks, empowering local units, enhancing human resources, and
revising the territorial division based on scientific principles. It also stresses the need for
a gradual transition to decentralization, stronger accountability mechanisms, and greater

involvement of civil society and the private sector in local development.

Keywords: local governance - Decentralization - development - Yemen - local councils -

State - County - Governorate - District - administrative reform.
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